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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-18. (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) A message router for routing a message 
between a server and a plurality of protocol gateways that i nclud e proc e ssors to 
encapsulat e and transparently conv e y messag e s with a plura li ty of mossage 
sources ut ili z i ng resp e ct i ve network protoco l s , the message router comprising: 

an auth e nt i cator to auth e nt i cat e that a part i cu l ar sourc e of a 
m e ssago i s an authorized usor of a messag i ng notwork, sa i d authonticator 
auth e nt i cat i ng sa i d part i cu l ar sourc e of sa i d m e ssag e befor e sa i d m e ssag e i s 
routed by sa i d mossago routor; 

a load balancer module assoc i at e d w i th said m e ssag e rout e r to 
determine a historical message transmission record for transmissions from said 
message router to said plurality of protocol gateways, said transmission record 
comprising identification of a least recently used protocol gateway supporting a 
particular protocol of sa i d sourc e a client device associated with of said message 
among said a plurality of network protocols of message sources; and 

a proc e ssor routing module to route said message from said 
message router to a particular protocol gateway based on said determined least 
recently used protocol gateway and said particular protocol utilized by said client 
device of said message for sa i d sourco of said mossaao that ut ili z e s sa i d support 
protoco l. 

20. (canceled) 



-2- 



Bonefas - Appln. No. 09/739,844 

21. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router is a least recently used message router. 

22. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router routes said message to a most specific server 
corresponding to a message key. 

23. (previously presented) The message router according to 
claim 19, wherein: 

said message router routes said message based on a content of 
said message. 
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24. (currently amended) A method of routing a message 
between a server and a protocol gateway comprising: 

establishing communications between a message router and 
prov i d i ng a plurality of protocol gateways that i nc l udo processors to encapsulate 
and transpar e nt l y conv e y messages communicated with a plurality of message 
source[[s]] devices utilizing respective network protocols; 

authont i oat i ng that a part i cu l ar sourc e of a m e s s ag e i s an 
author i z e d us e r of a m e ssaging network b e for e sa i d m e ssag e i s rout e d by a 
m e ssag e rout e r; 

determining^ from said message router A a historical record for 
transmissions from said message router to said plurality of protocol gateways 
comprising a least recently used protocol gateway supporting a particular 
protocol of sa i d sourc e a client device associated with ef said message among 
said a plurality of network protocols; and 

routing said message from said message router to a particular 
protocol gateway based on said determined least recently used protocol gateway 
and said fef said particular protocol utilized by said client device of said 
message . 

25. (canceled) 

26. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, wherein: 

said server is a least recently used message router. 

27. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, further comprising: 

routing said message to a most specific server corresponding to a 
message key. 
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28. (previously presented) The method of routing a message 
according to claim 24, further comprising: 

routing said message based on a content of said message. 

29. (currently amended) An apparatus for routing a message 
between a server and a protocol gateway comprising: 

means for establishing communications between a message router 
and prov i ding a plurality of protocol gateways that i nc l ud e proc e ssors to 
encapsulate and transparent l y convoy messages communicated with a plurality 
of message source[[s]] devices utilizing respective network protocols; 

moans for authenticat i ng that a part i cu l ar sourc e of a m e ssago is 
an author i z e d us e r of a m e ssag i ng n e twork b e for e sa i d m es sag e i s rout e d by a 
mossago router; 

means for determining^ from said message router A a historical 
record for transmissions from said message router to said plurality of protocol 
gateways comprising a least recently used protocol gateway supporting a 
particular protocol of sa i d sourc e a client device associated with of said message 
among sa\4 a plurality of network protocols; and 

means for routing said message from said message router to a 
particular protocol gateway based on said determined least recently used 
protocol gateway and said fef said particular protocol utilized by said client 
device of said message . 

30. (canceled) 

31 . (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, wherein: 

said server is a least recently used message router. 
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32. (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, further comprising: 

means for routing said message to a most specific server 
corresponding to a message key. 

33. (previously presented) The apparatus for routing a message 
according to claim 29, further comprising: 

means for routing said message based on a content of said 

message. 

34-41. (canceled) 
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